
 

  

           

 

 

 

August 2023 

 

Pastor’s Message 
 

Matthew 13:1-9 

            Parable is our word that is taken from the Greek word “Parabole” which means “a placing 

beside.”  It is like a comparison, or some would say it is an illustration.  Jesus uses common items, 

themes, and things his listeners would be familiar with in hopes that they would understand his 

message about God’s Kingdom.   

             Parables are found in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), but not in the gospel of 

John.  In Matthew 13: 1-9 we read the parable of the sower.   

 Jesus’ message is the “seed” that is sown in places with different types of soil.  We are reminded 

that his message is to be received and to bear fruit.  In this parable, the seeds fall first on the path which 

represents hearers who do not understand, and the birds are the evil one who can easily snatch up the 

seed.  When the seed is taken, there is nothing left of the Good Word, the seed, the message.  

 The second location where the seed fell is the rocky soil.  Here the seeds sprouted and grew a 

little, yet the limited soil could not support the plants.  If the hearers are the soil, they excitedly receive 

the message with joy, but when trouble comes (hot weather, winds) like the plants they wither without 

good roots.  

 Thirdly, the seed is sown in the thorns where there is little room to grow.  The soil receives the 

seed, the hearers hear the word, but the thorns and the lure of the world, the cares and troubles choke 

out the word and no fruit comes.   

 Forth, the last soil is the good soil that produces a harvest.  These hearers, hear the word, 

understand it and bear fruit.  

 Jesus’ call on lives, even our lives, can bring with it hardships.  It is not always the easy way, but 

those who hear this message and respond and become transformed, they cannot resist sharing his 

message with others.  Sharing the word, tossing out seeds, and watching for them to bear fruit when 

they fall on those who hear!  Let anyone with ears listen!  Amen.  

      Blessings, 

      Pastor Nancy 



Is it peach season?          Trudy’s Tidings  
    Trying to improve my diet has me introducing fruits and vegetables more on my plate. In addition to that 

monumental assignment, I have decided to make a spiritual adjustment along with the physical.  I am 

working to develop my orchard. I would like to see me bear fruit that would make a great bounty.  A bounty 

of fruit of the spirit.  

     In other tidings I mentioned I was trying to improve in appreciating my value. I had to see where 

improvement was needed.  I must work on my self-will.  More loving, joyful and at peace are principles I 

want to achieve.  I would like to be faithful, keep my promises and be gentle with people who are not.  All 

these things to me fall into the bushel basket of the fruit of the Spirit.  Love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self- control. This is the kind of fruit produced when 

connected to Christ. 

     Jesus says that being spiritually connected is like being attached to a vine. You’re not going to have any 

fruitfulness or productivity in your life by yourself. You have to stay connected.  In planting, a separated 

branch can’t bear fruit or flower.  Lacking support, it begins to wither and die.  You are not truly fruitful or 

productive if you’re out there on your own. Spiritual connection provides the support and life blood.  

     The author Pastor Rick Warren says “God develops the fruit of the Spirit in your life by allowing you to 

experience circumstances in which you are tempted to express the exact opposite quality. Character 

development always involves a choice, and temptation provides that opportunity. “  

    While many fruits are coming into season think about what fruit in your orchard                                      

are you planning to fertilize to enrich the yield.  What are you adding to make your                              

harvest more bountiful?   

                     By Spring I hope you have a bumper crop! 

 

 

Please join us in showering Karl and Kelly 
Lagerlof and their new bundle-to-be with  

lots  of  love! 
 

Sunday, August 27, 2023 
 

LUMC Fellowship Hall 
Between the hours of 3:00-5:00 

 

Karl and Kelly are registered at Amazon:   

 

       https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/karl-lagerlof-kelly-la gerlof-september-2023-mauldin/3CBA689ZUPNY5 
 

 



      Altar Guild 
    As we move through the summer months, we hope that the flowers in your gardens will appear in bouquets on the altar!    

So many have commented to us on the beauty they enjoy each Sunday as they share in our church service!  We do have open 

dates on the flower sign-up chart in the Narthex for those interested! Please let Debby or me know if we can be of any help.   

               Blessings,  Debby & Cheryl 

 

       Silver Spirits 
    A huge thank you to all who attended our July luncheon!  The food was wonderful, and the chicken was devoured by all 

(thank you to Trudy for supplying)!  And, who knew picnic bingo could be so fund and almost be an Olympic sport!  A date    

and time for our September luncheon will be announced next month so you can mark your calendars!!! 

                   Trudy & Cheryl 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Munch & Mingle 
      Thank you so much to all for supporting this little mission occurring the first & third Sundays of each month! 

It is amazing the feedback we hear on those Sundays regarding how much fun our church family has stopping by the 

Fellowship Hall after church service for a little food and fellowship!    There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall with some open slots if you’d like to bring a food item or two!  Thanking you in advance!           Cheryl 

 

                   

     

 

 

Silver Spirits Picnic 

 

Mini choir 

closed the 

gathering 

singing 

“An Irish 

Blessing’ 

Photos: Pete Block 



 

  

     

 Betty Zeuluff  
(Mary Hagar’s 
Mother) 
Sunny Brook Assisted 
Living 
306 Spring Street 
 Hendersonville NC 
28739 

Edith Masson 
4308 Faust Street 
Bamberg SC 29003 
 
Mrs Wofford  
(Jaime’s grandmother) 
 
Mary Williamson 

 

 
 

 

Charlaine Fuhrman 
Laurel Woods  
1062 Mills St W 
Columbus NC, 28722  

 

 

 

Prayers for: 
Josh and Kat Gardner (son and dau in law of Tommy and         
           Joy Gardner) who are expecting twins 
Kelly and Karl Lagerlof as they expect their first baby 
Hal Howard 
Bonnie Inman 
Donna Jennings, Dr. Wanda Starling’s SIL 
Kevin and Patricia Dalton (former pastor and his wife) 
Linda and Tom Perkin 
Karen Shaw, Charlotte Stow’s sister 
Phil and Rosemary Odom 
Travis Clayton, Brother of Kim and Billy Ramsey 
Charlie Croft 
David, Steve Quinn’s brother in Florida 
Don and Nancy Surface 
Lois Foster  
Josh Owens 
Fran Page 
Linda Cox, Rita Plumley’s mother  
Jim, Rita Plumley’s husband 
John Himmel 
Larry Long 
Allison Corley 
Jan, Sister of Wanda Manson 
Eugene Starling, father of Sarah Morgan and Matthew Starling 
Pastor Nancy Reed 
Lizzy (Friend of Joyce Himmel) 
Baby Liam Christopher Tapp 
Keith Haynes 
Keren Clay (15 yo) granddaughter of John and Mary Kylin 
Everett and Eveleigh (twin great nephew and niece of Mary      
      and Wayne Hager) 
 

Madge Holley 
PO Box 1385,  
Columbus, NC 28722 
805 E Brookwood, Landrum 

Our love and prayers to: 

Chris, Carmen, and Cole Krebs with the 

death of Chris’ sister, Julie, in July.  And her 

husband Gary 



August Celebrations  

 
                              BIRTHDAYS 
 2 Jon Castro 
 5 Fred Harris 
              6            Tommy Gardner 
             12 Charlotte Stow 
             13            Christopher Morgan 
             21  Martha Castro 
             25            Grant Robinson 
             27  C K Surface 
             29     Angella Bishop 
             31  Patrick Clark 
                              Buddy Manson 

                             ANNIVERSARIES 

             22 Glenn & Carla Downey 

 

 

 

 

Our annual budget for 2023 is $276,291.00 or $5313.00 weekly. 

          2nd Quarter report: 

Income- 

Designated funds:  $10,206.19 

General funds:       $ 61,190.22 

Interest income:     $        75.88 

Total income:         $ 71,472.29 

Expenses- 

Designated funds:  $ 19,742.93 

General funds:       $ 50,840.99 

Service charges:    $          9.97 

Total expenses:      $ 70,593.89 

June 30 cash on hand:    Designated $141,548.63      General funds:  $54,699.69 

                           Thanks for all that you do.       Pete Block 

 

Quarterly finance report 

4-1-23 to 6-30-23. 

 

    Courtney and Matthew thank the LUMC 
congregation for the beautiful wedding shower 
that was kindly provided on their behalf on 
Sunday July 23rd, 2023.  The event provided an 
opportunity to spend time with friends and family 
while celebrating their upcoming marriage.  

    A special thanks and recognition to Joy 
Gardner, who organized planned and hosted the 
event, and Emmalea and Rita Plumley, Wanda 
Starling and Jacob Boatwright for assisting and 
contributing their time to make the day possible. 



Landrum United Methodist Church Administrative Council   
July 9, 2023 
 
Members Present: Nancy Reed, Jaime Wofford, Rita Plumley, Martha Castro, Carla Downey, Glenn Downey, 

Trudy Van Voorhis, Wanda Manson, Pete Block, Joy Gardner, Wayne Hager 

Finance: Tommy Gardner 

Guests: Charlotte Stow, Jeannie Godwin 

Finance: Pete 

YTD we are in good shape. However, giving and attendance are down, perhaps due to summer months, 

(vacations etc.) Proposed a finance committee only meeting (not in conjunction with administrative council) in 

August to prepare budget for charge conference which will be held in September. (Date to be determined.) 

Apportionments and mechanism for Christmas bonus would also be discussed. Pete will get with SPRC to discuss 

bonus questions. 

A conference finance person is available via Zoom meeting to discuss monies going to general vs. designated 

funds. 

Administrative Council 

Trustees: Jaime 

Music Department AC unit has been repaired. 

Charlotte had recently donated a check and designated that it be used to make significant improvements to the 

playground. She has asked that money be transferred to the Property Maintenance fund to be used at the 

discretion of the committee. It becomes available if needed for major repairs. It can also be used for playground. 

Jaime is putting together a playground committee to work on plans for the upgrade. 

Pastor’s Report: Nancy 

Pastor Nancy, Glenn and Jaime attended a Zoom meeting regarding steps to disaffiliate/separate from the United 

Methodist Church.   

SC conference is using paragraph 2549 in the Book of Discipline that allows churches to close after meeting 

certain financial obligations to the conference.  There is no sunset on closure. 

Some conferences are using paragraph 2553 which has an end closure date 0f December 31, 2023. 

Discussion followed. Pastor Nancy is happy to discuss particulars if contacted. 

P3 retail store in Landrum whose profits support feline rescue has an ongoing Bingo night as a fundraiser. They 

are currently using the Depot in Landrum. They have requested using our FLC as the number of participants has 

grown. There is a cost to participate. Because monetary winning is involved (half to rescue, half to individual) it 

was determined that this constitutes gambling in the church. Motion by Wayne to deny request from P3 to use 

FLC for Bingo. Second Carla. Approved. 

A draft of a year calendar has been sent to board members for purpose of planning. Will be discussed further at 

another meeting. 

Men’s Ministry: Wayne 

The men have two upcoming projects. One to repair a driveway by spreading gravel and another to install a stair 

chairlift at the home of Don and Nancy Surface. 

 



Administrative Council Minutes continued 

Choir: Joy 

There will be an insert in upcoming bulletin seeking a Sunday school teacher for middle school/high school age 

group. 

Silver Spirits: Trudy 

Indoor picnic luncheon planned for Wednesday July 12, noon. 

Missions: Jody 

Pickle Ball participants are helping with food boxes by opening Sam’s delivery boxes and putting items on the 

benches. They have also agreed to help with assembling toiletry bags for community meal. 

No reports: Rita, Martha and Carla  

No further business. Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,  Jody McPherson, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ben’s Camp Story 

    I just spent a week at Asbury Hills.  Asbury Hills is a Methodist summer camp.  All in all, the experience was 

great.  We went creek hiking, climbed a rock wall and slid down a huge slide into the lake.  We went canoeing 

and swam in a huge pool.  The counselors were very nice and fun.  My favorite thing we did was creek hiking.  

I very much recommend Asbury Hills to kids around my age. I met lots of new friends. I can't wait to go back 

next year!       Ben Wofford   

     

                                              

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

             

 

 

Remember When;   

Green River  8-28-05…  We can see the 

Downeys, Castros, Starlings, Forsters, Paces, 

and others with LUMC ready to capture the 

Green River.. 

  

       

          

   

                   

            The Belles of Landrum backed by men in choir.                       Summer choir 

                                                

 

July’s Jewels 
Photos: Paul Forster  

Welcome Rick & Roxanne Wojan! 


